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REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
 
The Children and War Foundation is incorporated in Bergen, Norway, and registered in Norway by 
Stiftelsestilsynet (The Foundation Authority) and Brønnøysundsregisteret (The Brønnøysund 
Registry).  
 
This annual report (NO: “årsmelding”) consists of an extract of the annual reports both from the 
Board of Directors (BoD) and Board of Research and Implementation (BRI), with additional 
information about the purpose and organisation of the Foundation, and a summary of the 
activities the foundation has executed or been involved in. 
 
The Norwegian formal annual reports (“styrets årsberetning”) and accounts for 2021 are attached. 
 
 
THE PURPOSE OF THE FOUNDATION 
 
The Children and War Foundation aims to promote international research into the short- and long-
term effects that war, war-like situations and disasters have on children and their families. The 
foundation works to obtain and collect grants from various financial sources, and then allocate these 
to specific research projects. 
 
The Foundation develop evidence-based interventions, i.e., to prepare, compile and maintain 
manuals that may be used to help the children and their families, and implement such evidence-
based interventions. 
 
The Foundation make results of the research available to the public to increase the general and 
international understanding of the effects of war, warlike situations and disasters on children and 
their families.   
 
The Foundation maintains the manuals and material developed and makes them available to the 
public. It furthermore administers training in the use and implementation of the manuals on at a 
cost only basis, but may ask for reasonable fees and request donations to be able to maintain the 
manuals and materials and develop new ones relevant to the purpose of the Foundation.   
 
The Foundation strives to minimize its own costs, and to ensure that the grants and contributions 
received shall be allocated to the activities mentioned above. 
 
As in 2020, due to the COVID-19 situation all physical activities have been cancelled or been 
transformed into digital format. Thus in 2021, as the year before, the financial resources have been 
limited. Due to these factors, the extent of CAW’s outgoing activities has been quite limited in 2021, 
but there have been quite a few online trainings, cf. report from BRI. 
 
  



 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Members and meetings 
In 2021, the foundation's Board consisted of the following members: 
 

Inger Hygen (Chair from 6th September) 
Unni Heltne (Chair January to 6th September) 
Ragnhild Dybdahl 
Maria Callias 
Hege Solbakken 
Jacob Grieg Eide 
Maren Hjortland 

 
The Board has held eight meetings in 2021: 
14th January, 17th February, 8th April, 21st June, 6th September, 27th September, 3rd November, 6th 
December. 
 
All meetings were held either digitally in whole, or as physical meetings in Bergen combined with 
video link.  
 
Main activities of the Board of Directors 
The Board has focused on compliance, strategy, fundraising and formalizing an agreement with CAW 
UK, which was approved as a separate Charity in May 2021. 
 
Compliance. 
The Board has reviewed and revised the By-laws, set off with a GDPR compliance project, 
established a digital document archive, and worked out necessary internal routines and documents 
in order to safeguard that our activities are performed in a safe and compliant manner. 
 
Strategy 
The Board acknowledged that CAW is in need of a strategy process in order to make sure the 
Foundation meets its purpose defined in the By-laws, that the organization is structured sensibly, 
and has the necessary resources. As part of this, a strategic planning of fundraising activities is 
necessary to make it possible to reach the defined purposes within research and training.  
 
Fundraising 
The Board has spent quite some time on identifying relevant contributors and writing applications. 
The work resulted in an agreement with the Grieg Foundation, financing +/- 10 projects over a two-
year period, with a total contribution of MNOK 1 to the projects. The agreement entered into force 
in January 2022 and will be in effect throughout 2023. The agreement was very important, 
safeguarding funding for important new projects requested from BRI. 
 
Formalizing agreement with CAW UK. 
Children and war (UK) was finally, after a very long process, approved and registered as a separate 
UK Charity in May 2021. Following this, the two charities worked out and entered into a cooperation 
agreement, reflecting that they are working for a common goal, with common tools, but are 
nevertheless separate and independent legal entities, which must comply with their respective 
national laws and regulations. The agreement states that CAW holds all intellectual property rights 
to name, logo, material developed etc., but CAW (UK) is entitled to use and utilize it, free of charge.  



 

THE BOARD OF RESEARCH AND IMPLEMENTATION  
 
Members and meetings 
At the end of 2021, the foundation's Board of Research and Implementation consisted of the 
following members: 
 
 Ragnhild Dybdahl, Chair 
 Unni M. Heltne  
 William Yule 
 Richard Meiser-Stedman 
 Patrick Smith 
 Masa Al-kurdi 

Rita Rosner 
Harald Bækkelund 

Atle Dyregrov has with draw from the board and has been thanked for his valuable contributions 
 
The board held 5 meetings in 2021, all digital 

- 21.01 
- 09.04 
- 11.06 
- 21.09 
- 26.11 

 
Main activities of the board of research and implementation 
 
Due to the lock down of most societies the training activities in 2021 has been digital. But this 
situation has given us the opportunity both to develop and test out digital trainings material and 
methods. So far it seems that digital trainings in many situations can function as well as physical 
trainings. An experience that can be used more effectively in situation where we cannot be 
physically present. 
 
The external activities of BRI have been low due to the COVID-pandemic, but BRI has had an 
extensive discussion on strategy and priorities. The focus has been on which project to prioritize, 
whether to team up with other organisations and how to develop the organisation further. The 
conclusion of the discussion has been forwarded to BOD. 
 
Project and trainings in 2021 
 

• Establishment of cooperation with War Child Holland: Zoom training of Syrian refugees. 
Responsible Masa el Kurdi.: Teams from Lebanon, Syria and Gaza participated in trainings 
of TRT. Very successful trainings, highly competent group. Positive experience using model 
of training core group first, then larger group.   

• Support of training TRT + Parenting by Dr. Ala El Khani 

• Global Mental Health course at the University of Bergen. Unni: Part of International 
semester at Center for Crisis Psychology, UiB. Semester divided into three parts: global 
mental health, crises and disasters, and student projects. TRT was included in the crises 
course. Students are from Norway, Nepal, and Vietnam. 

 



 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 
During 2021, the foundation had book revenues of totally NOK 136 243.  
 
The expenses have consisted of covering costs in connection with various training activities, 
translation of manuals, accounts and compliance, WEB-page etc. The expenses are amounting to 
total NOK 104 907. 
 
The operating profit was NOK 31 336 compared to NOK -122 090 in 2020, and the annual profit 
after interest income was NOK 31 444 vs. NOK -130 815 2020. The foundation's equity was NOK 
536 332 vs. NOK 736 607 per 31.12.2020. The reason for the drop in equity was the split with CAW 
(UK). The Foundation has no debt. 
 
The foundation's activities do not pollute the external environment and the Board can confirm that 
the presumption for continued operation is present. 
 

--- 
APPENDIXES: 
 

• Annual accounts 2021 
• Styrets årsberetning 2021 (Official annual report in Norwegian) 
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